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Welcome . . .  
Doesn’t time fly when you are having fun? This time last year we were all suffering 

from concert overkill, with 6 concerts in one year and no doubt looking forward to a 

nicely relaxing year! With Shostakovich 5 looming in the new year though, this might 

well not have been the case. Well, as you will recall, it was an amazing year with lots 

of highlights: great music, wonderful soloists and a healthy social life thrown in too. 

What more do you want? Oh, nearly forgot to say also, that once again HSO rose to 

unbelievable heights of performance. One question:  how on earth does this possibly 

happen time after time? 

Bryan 

 

Spot the Logo 

It is about time you had a difficult 

one to work on, so here it is. 

Where oh where can I be now  . . . 

and this time it is musically 

related? 
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Concert talk 
November 18th: Young Performers’ Concert  
La Cenerentola Overture                Rossini  

Fantasia Para un Gentilhombre (Alexandra Clarke)            Rodrigo 

Symphonie Española (Becky Else)               Lalo  

Ave Maria for cello (Ben Messenger)             Bruch 

Unfinished Symphony             Schubert  

 

 

This was always going to be a special concert: 3 young and 

exciting performers and what a wonderful sound they 

made. Ok, so it was slightly different from our usual 

November Concerts but wasn’t it great to play such diverse 

pieces. I don’t think anyone will forget Alexandra’s ‘train’ 

encore, Ben’s amazing memory and quality of sound and 

Becky’s musicality. The Schubert wasn’t bad either! 

 

 

Dec 16 HCC 
This year involved 14 schools with 3 new ones to add to the rota. It was such a relief that none 

of the schools in the rota opted out this year! We now get the Head teachers to confirm their 

involvement and clearly this works. Santa proved a great success once again and HCS clearly 

loved joining in with the actions for Reindeer on the Roof. I wasn’t too happy about the young 

lad who tried to upstage me with his Christmas joke though! A good house, with nearly 1200 in 

the audience. Something is working well. 

 

2018 

March 24  
A Concert Overture          Salmon 

Trumpet Concerto (soloist Matilda Lloyd       Arutunian  

2014 BBC Young Musician of the Year brass winner 

and BBC Radio 2 Young brass Award winner) 

Symphony 5          Shostakovich  

Well this was certainly worth the wait wasn’t it but I don’t 

think anyone could have possibly guessed how it just 

‘happened’ on the night. Nick’s piece sounded great and  was 

loved by the audience, Matilda was as good as we were 

expecting and Shostakovich would have been proud the way 

we ‘pulled it off’. There were lots of lovely well wishes on 

the night and after. Matilda said that she had never played 

the piece as well: the quality of the orchestral playing 

enabled her to bring out the very best of her abilities. She is already looking forward to 

playing with us again. One chap came up to me after the gig, shook my hand and went on to say 

how he had been to a performance in London only a couple of weeks prior to our concert, given 

by a renown professional orchestra (no name here for fear of being sued). He said that he 

enjoyed our performance far more and it was infinitely more atmospheric and more 

enthusiastically played.   
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June 23 A Film Spectacular Night 
Exodus         Mancini 

Jurassic Park         John Williams arr Custer 

Out of Africa         John Barry 

Star Wars Epic         John Williams 

Schindler’s List  (solo violin: Emma)      John Williams 

Lord of the Rings         Howard Shore 

Beauty and the Beast (love theme)       Alan Menken Townend 

Themes from 007         John Barry arr Custer 

Gladiator         Zimmer arr Wasson 

Also Sprach Zarathustra         Strauss  

663 Squadron          Ron Goodwin  

Gabriel’s oboe from the Mission     Ennio Morricone arr. Richard Ling 

ET           John Williams 

Lara’s theme from Dr. Zhivogo                 Maurice Jarre arr Townend 

Pirates of the Caribbean        Klaus Badelt 

Born Free          John Barry 

Angry Birds          Ari Palkkinen 

Ghost Busters                  Alma Bernstein arr. Townend  

 

Another blockbuster evening with an excellent audience.  This must be the 4th film-type concert 

we have done.  All have been great fun and although we have repeated some pieces, most were 

new: so there are lots more out there for another film night in the future. 

 

Future programmes 
Nov 17 RH 
Bacchanale from Samson and Delilah       Saint-Saens 

Concerto de Aranjuez  (soloist Craig Ogden)      Rodrigo  

Symphony no. 1                         Mahler      

 

Another cracker of a concert and yet again a world-famous   

soloist. Can you wait for the Mahler? I can’t.  

There will be 106 players in the orchestra: possibly the 

largest number we have ever had! Let’s hope the brass (notably  

the 9 horns) don’t run out of puff! 

  

 

 

Dec 15 HCC 
Rota no. 2 along with some new schools again: Ashville, Burton Leonard, Dacre Braithwaite, 

Baldersby and Crossley Street Wetherby. 14 schools in all. Same place, same time, same F. C., same 

music, same jokes. (only joking and no nasty comments please!) 
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Mar 16 RH   
 Poet and Peasant Overture         Suppé 

    Piano concert no.5 (soloist: Harry Fox)       Beethoven  

    Symphony no 2           Ives  

I first heard the Ives at the tender age of 13 and loved it.  I had 2 pieces down on my ‘never in 

the world of fantasy land would I ever get to perform . . . ‘ list. One was Bruckner 7 (or 9). The 

other . . . . . yes you’ve guessed. 

 

A Very British Proms 

Royal Hall June 22nd 2019 

English Folk Song Suite        Vaughan-Williams 

Elizabethan Serenade and        Binge 

The Watermill  

Jupiter (from The Planets)         Holst 
The Lark Ascending        Vaughan-Williams 

By the Sleepy Lagoon         Coates 

March from the Little Suite       Trevor Duncan 

4 Scottish Dances         Malcolm Arnold 

Proms: 

Crown Imperial          Walton  

Chanson de Matin          Elgar 

Agatha          **Howard Blake 

Nimrod (Enigma Variations)        Elgar  

Pomp and Circumstance March no. 1 or 4      Elgar  

Fantasia on British Sea Songs       Wood/Sergeant  

and Rule Britannia       

Jerusalem           Parry  

** special guest conductor 

. . . did you read that correctly? Yes, the man himself is coming to conduct us! 

 

Nov 16  

Overture Magic Flute        Mozart  

Violin concerto (Bartosz Woroch)      Brahms  

 Symphony 6 op 74 (Pathetique)        Tchaikovsky  

 

Dec 14 HCC 

The next rotation of schools. 

 

2020 

Mar 21  

 Piano concerto no. 2 and (Julian Saphir)    Shostakovich  

 Scherzo from concerto symphonique no. 4    Litolff  

I have lots of ideas for an overture or symphony, of course, but why don’t you suggest 

something? You know my email. 
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. . . and now for the big one . . .  
 

You are well aware of the fact that every June concert is a little different. We’ve done 

films, musicals. songs from the shows, Proms and opera nights . . . you name it, we’ve done 

it!                      

So here is something quite different: 

Date: Saturday 27th June 2020 at 7.30pm                         

Charity: Harrogate and District NHS Foundation Trust                     

The Harrogate Summer Proms (title to be confirmed)             

Organisers: Harrogate Symphony Orchestra and Harrogate Choral Society          

Conductors: Bryan Western (HSO) and Andrew Padmore (HCS)              

Compare: to be confirmed                                                                                                                           

Venue: Harrogate Convention Centre      

                                    Programme:       

                      

1st half  

O Fortuna            Orff 

Va Pensiero (Chorus of the Hebrew Slaves) from Nabucco    Verdi 

Festive Overture           Shostakovich 

The Armed Man (Suite)         Jenkins  

Grand March from Aida         Verdi   

2nd half: 

Zadok the Priest          Handel 

I will Sing with the Spirit and Look at the      Rutter  

Polovstian Dances          Borodin 

Pomp and Circumstance no.1        Elgar 

Fantasia on British Sea Songs and Rule Britannia    Wood/Sergeant  

Jerusalem           Parry 

 

We have had 5 meetings so far, including one with the NHS Foundation Trust, who are 

really excited about the event. We have been considering for years, a way to involve HCS 

in one of our programmes and have come up with the idea of a whole-of-Harrogate event, 

where HSO will provide the orchestral bits and all the vocal groups from the locality will 

be invited to sing. The first of the group meetings was last week to sound out interest. 

The turn-out was excellent, with everyone thinking it was a wonderful idea.: a first for 

Harrogate. 

Clearly it is early days and we are now waiting for confirmation of involvement.  

Watch this space! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     www.harrogateorchestra.org.uk  

http://www.harrogateorchestra.org.uk/


    www.harrogateorchestra.org.uk  

Other news 
Welcome to our new members: 

Sally Davies: 
My name is Sally and I joined the cello section in 

September last year. I am a dentist and I work at a 

practice in Thirsk. I had to miss the Shostakovich last 

year because I gave birth to my baby girl the day before 

the concert on the 23rd March. She’s called Martha. I 

can’t wait to get her a little quarter-sized cello but I 

think she has some growing to do first! 

Magnus Hall: 
I’m a local boy who’s returned to his roots after 4 long years of 

physics in Manchester. Currently back to being a burden on my 

parents while looking for a job, I’ve endeavoured to keep out of 

their way by joining local music groups. As well as HSO, I’ve joined 

Harrogate barbershop chorus (which, I should probably add, is 

always on the lookout for new members with a spare Wednesday 

evening on their hands).  

Bryony Halcrow (Cello)   

Originally from Cumbria, I moved back to the North and joined HSO 

in January after spending 5 years at University in London studying 

Engineering. I’m now in Leeds, still a student, only this time working 

towards a PhD looking into ankle joint replacements and bone 

stresses. When I’m not playing or working you’ll probably find me in 

the mountains somewhere – either running or on my bike!  

 

Eleanor and Tim Kellett 

 

Our 4th addition to the cellos! We now surely have the 

best section of cellos anywhere in the country! 

Wife of our new trumpet player Tim, Eleanor (right of 

photo) lives in Ripon.  

Tim (here pictured with his mum) is a songwriter and was 

in the initial line up of the famous group ‘Simply Red’ on 

brass and backing vocals. 

Any ideas what is the 

collective noun for 4 

cellists? 

http://www.harrogateorchestra.org.uk/


Liz Latta (above left) 

It’s been 22 years since I played in an orchestra.  Primary teacher, mum to three boys, husband 

working for the NHS, it just didn’t seem to quite fit in, until now. Two boys at University and the 

youngest (and husband) able to cope without me. I do my best to encourage children to learn an 

instrument, sing and enjoy all that music has to offer.  It’s hard keeping music alive in school, but 

I’m determined to keep trying.   

 

 

And of course the basses can’t be left out with 2 

recruits: 

Leo Doherty: 
Leo went to the Royal Military School of Music in the late 

seventies. His musical career went quickly downhill after that 

joining the civil service in Whitehall and Leeds, staying for 30 

years. His dream of becoming a full time musician again came after 

that when he brushed up on his double bass bowing and decided to 

spend all his spare time playing with orchestras across Yorkshire.   
 

Sharon Gladish (above centre) 

I have been a viola player from the age of 7, when my school music teacher selected me to play 

the instrument because I had the longest arms in my group! I am now an accountant with KPMG, 

working with financially challenged NHS hospitals (which is most of them). I have two children, 

one husband, and in my spare time I love going to roller disco with them! 

We have had an influx of violas (there’s surely a joke there 

somewhere!): the gruesome threesome some say! Seriously, 

we are so lucky to have such great players added to our 

viola section: 

Alison Orr (right) 
I started playing viola after my violin teacher thought my arms 

were longest (common theme?) and needed a viola for a string 

quartet – it was a great opportunity - how else would I have 

experienced many years of viola jokes?  I was incredibly lucky 

to play with Strathclyde Schools Symphony Orchestra, 

National Youth Orchestra of Scotland and lessons at the 

RSAMD Junior Department with Jimmy Durrant.  Needing a 

break from viola jokes, I followed a life science degree and 

DPhil at Glasgow and Oxford Universities, before entering the 

patent profession.  I’m now kept busy working for an IP 

valuation company and taxi driver/manager for two children under 10 (and husband). (PS Also 

trying to give something back by volunteering at the Harrogate Music Centre, concerned about 

the lack of funding for music in schools.  It’s great fun - *blatant plug for volunteers. 
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Of course the violins can’t be left out can they: 

Estelle Pringle: violin 
Hi – I’m Estelle and I am absolutely thrilled to be back in 

an orchestra. The last time was as a teenager with the 

Youth Orchestra down in Somerset. 

I've also recently been lucky enough to set up my own 

company – StartMusic – for anyone looking to take those 

vital first steps in their musical journey. 

The other things I love most 

in life include spending time 

with my family, friends and my 

awesome mini lurcher, Bertie.     

 

Katie Western: (Some of you might remember this one! Some say 

she has a (in)famous relative but she strongly denies this rumour. You 

might also remember Harry from the children’s concert).  

I played with HSO from the age of 9 to 18. Loving playing again with 

HSO and it seems ages since I played the solo in Dvorak’s Romance 

with the orchestra. (I was 14 at the time so it was a lifetime ago!) I 

played then with my partner Victoria and it is great to be with her 

again. I am a Reiki Master now and I enjoy meditation and looking into 

sound healing . . . using tuning forks! 

Richard Levy: our new leader of the basses 
Richard is a musician and teacher based in Leeds and is Principal 

double bass for HSO.  He plays double bass, bass guitar and 

keyboards and has recorded, toured and worked in studios for 

many years. 

He also writes and produces music for other artists.  Currently 

working on a new album for Ibizan singer Elimar Em, Richard 

recently released a solo EP “Diatonic ” which is available on I tunes 

and other Streaming and Download sites. (Search for the artist 

”Indirect Input”). 

(What Richard didn’t tell you is that I met him years ago when he 

was training to be a teacher: I was his tutor, poor soul!) 
 

 . . . and a rather shy horn player who must want 

to keep his musical background quiet: love the 

knees though! Perhaps he can tell us all about 

himself in the next newsletter! 



Emily Roberts: 
Emily has written her third musical THE PECKING 

ORDER which is set to make its debut this November. 

Her theatre group Drip Drop Theatre is performing the 

show on November 21st to 24th in four different venues 

around Harrogate and Ripon. The show is a lighthearted 

comedy featuring 15 original songs accompanied by a five 

piece band. Emily has lived in rural North Yorkshire for 

the last 11 years which is the setting for the musical and 

she has been keeping chickens for many years too. Her musical tastes are many and varied, and 

she has a particular love of the songs of Cole Porter, along with a strange fascination for the 

Eurovision Song Contest.  Emily writes the music, lyrics and the book for her musicals, saying 

that to her, they are inseparable, or maybe as the youngest of five girls, it's just that she likes 

doing things her own way! 

Intrepid explorer extraordinaire: 
Laura’s Everest escapades: 

Laura (Morris) has hundreds of photos, quite naturally so too 

many to print here. If you would like to have a look (and they 

are amazing) please follow the link: 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/CqFQQUHWVPJQSkoj7 

The day had finally arrived that I had been preparing for over the 

year and dreaming about over the past 25 years... my trek to 

Everest base camp. I was excited and increasingly nervous.              

I booked the 19 day trip through a Himalayan based company called “The Mountain Company” 

which I discovered after reading a reassuring blog in response to my initial tentative online 

question, “how fit do you have to be to do Everest base camp.” The company proved to be 

outstanding from start to finish. The trek started in Kathmandu with a fascinating and colourful 

day trip around the historic city, sightseeing and experiencing the chaos of it's culture and 

monkeys and disturbing legacy of the major 2013 earthquake, with the ongoing rebuilds! At 

around 28 degrees Celsius and dusty I was itching to get going to the mountains to cooler and 

fresher climates, so perhaps didn't really appreciate the cities worth until my return.       

An early 40 minute flight to Lukhla at 2,840m in a 12 seater twin propeller plane was one of the 

highlights of the trip, with stunning views passing mountains you could almost touch. The hand 

break turn at the end of the runway was pretty exciting too and having experienced the 

aftermath of a helicopter crash on our return, it highlighted the notorious danger of the runway 

with its high altitude, high winds and short runway!            

We were off :) !!                   

The trek consisted of trekking each day through many colourful and friendly self sufficient 

hamlets, along narrow and rocky mountainside paths, over swing bridges including the famous 

'Hillary Bridge' and gingerly passing herds of ponies, cows and Yaks transporting goods up to 

higher pastures. And of course up and down many many boulder steps.  

                                          

 



The first significant town we arrived to on day 2 was the beautiful Namche Bazaar at 3,445m, 

with its colourful roof tops climbing up the mountainside and tourist shops selling all sorts 

including prayer flags and woolly hats. At this point climbers were strongly recommended to stop 

drinking alcohol due to the reducing oxygen levels and from washing hair, due to the cold 

evenings higher up. My challenge had begun!  

The stories I had heard about the trek were true to form... 'interesting' smells, unsavoury 

toilets, extreme change in temperatures, dirty water and so on. What hadn't been accurately 

shared were the absolutely breathless views I experienced, with the contrast of clear deep blue 

skies against snow topped mountains and the darker browns and shapes of the earth, buildings 

and trees. I have never taken so many photos before on a trip and even now I don't feel the 

images show accurately the scale and beauty of the area.  

From Namche Bazaar we started to notice the effects of high altitude on others. Stories of 

people being sick and having to return to lower ground made us respect the nature of the 

environment and the seriousness of looking after ourselves. Fortunately we were in safe hands 

and over 14 days we had a number of “acclimatisation” days, enabling our bodies to gradually get 

used to climbing up to higher altitude with less oxygen and then 

returning to lower ground to sleep. The key to managing altitude 

we were informed was to walk slowly and the word we often 

heard from Sherpas was “Bistari,” meaning just that.              

One memorable acclimatisation day was to 'Ama Dablam' base 

camp at 4,576m frequented by many tents and climbers using 

the lower mountains for ice climbing and practice expeditions. 

This experience offered me a valuable insight into what the 

atmosphere would be like at Everest base camp during the spring 

summit season. As we climbed higher the landscape was changing 

and becoming less arable and more dusty, which was a challenge 

in itself and contributed to us all contracting the “Khumbu 

cough.” A reduction in oxygen and a nose cold was not an ideal 

combination but still my enthusiasm continued to drive me 

forward. We spent time reflecting at the very moving climbers 

memorial covering a vast area of ground with breath taking views, then moved onto the start of 

the incredible Khumbu glacier and higher points. Everest itself sighted lower down on our trek as 

a small peak emerging behind Lhotse and surrounded by other Himalayan mountains Pumori, 

Nuptse and Changtse, was becoming more clear as we climbed higher and changed direction. My 

wild and fleeting fantasy of summiting Everest one day soon became replaced by a sense of 

reality! Base camp at 5,300m was challenge enough, topped by a -15 degree Celsius walk at 

4.30am up Kala Patar to 5,454m for a sunrise photo of Everest. Beaten by the cold I accepted 

my place in life was in Harrogate playing the violin with HSO and enjoying central heating, so I 

swiftly headed home over the next 4 days, full of amazing memories which words really cannot 

describe!  

And a link to the just giving page,  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/laura-

morris47?fbclid=IwAR2_zaLcHG_92SbkWnFmo09U3IpUu8rMvE4MntQrtsDpc5rs7Se4I9cISxI

&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_content=Laura-

morris47&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=Facebook&utm_term=npMDBbApW 
 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/laura-morris47?fbclid=IwAR2_zaLcHG_92SbkWnFmo09U3IpUu8rMvE4MntQrtsDpc5rs7Se4I9cISxI&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_content=Laura-morris47&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=Facebook&utm_term=npMDBbApW
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/laura-morris47?fbclid=IwAR2_zaLcHG_92SbkWnFmo09U3IpUu8rMvE4MntQrtsDpc5rs7Se4I9cISxI&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_content=Laura-morris47&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=Facebook&utm_term=npMDBbApW
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/laura-morris47?fbclid=IwAR2_zaLcHG_92SbkWnFmo09U3IpUu8rMvE4MntQrtsDpc5rs7Se4I9cISxI&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_content=Laura-morris47&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=Facebook&utm_term=npMDBbApW
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/laura-morris47?fbclid=IwAR2_zaLcHG_92SbkWnFmo09U3IpUu8rMvE4MntQrtsDpc5rs7Se4I9cISxI&utm_campaign=pfp-share&utm_content=Laura-morris47&utm_medium=fundraisingpage&utm_source=Facebook&utm_term=npMDBbApW
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Sam Rodwell came along to our Rodrigo night, as Craig was not available. He was amazing and such a nice lad. 

He had not played the piece with such a large group before but was really impressed with the orchestra and 

how well we accompanied him. Here are some notes in case you are interested in his career so far: 

Sam completed his undergraduate at The Royal Northern College of Music in Manchester with a first class 

honours degree under the tutelage of Craig Ogden. He went on to complete his Masters in performance also 

at the RNCM with a distinction. The college subsequently appointed him as an 'Associate Guitar Teacher' 

after excelling over a six year period .  In his very first term as an undergraduate he won the String 

Department 'Salon Prize' making him the first guitarist to win this competition for nearly 30 years. Also 

during his first year at music college Sam was offered the opportunity to perform on guitar, banjo and 

ukulele in Shostakovich's rarely performed ‘Paradise Moscow’. In his fourth year he went on to attain a place 

as a finalist in the highly prestigious ‘Gold Medal’ competition. He has similarly 

appeared as a finalist in the Ivor Mairants Guitar Competition and The Royal 

Overseas League strings sectional.  

Sam has given many recitals in some of the most recognised concert halls in the 

U.K. including a solo performance for 1500 people at the De Montford Hall 

(Leicester), St Martins-in-the-Fields, Bridgewater Hall, RNCM Concert Hall, Buxton 

Pavilion and many more. He has also featured at many festivals including the 'World 

Saxophone Congress' in Zagreb, Croatia, where he premiered a new work with his 

Saxophone and guitar duo (Duo Antipodes), a solo recital at 

'Hellys international Guitar Festival', The Cardiff Guitar Festival, Craig Ogden's 

Big Guitar Weekend, Winchester Festival, World Youth Guitar Festival and 

RibFest.  In 2016 he made his television debut on Sky Arts whilst taking part in 

‘Guitar Star’ making it to the final 8 and being featured in 6 out of 9 episodes. Sam has also been an 

ambassador for Yamaha (U.K.) in promoting their classical guitar range. He has performed in masterclasses 

for artists including David Russell, Mark Ashford, Chris Stell, Milos Karadaglic, Gary Ryan, Michael Lewin, 

Gordon Crosskey and Julian Byzantine. 

Sam's love of chamber music has led him to perform with many different ensembles, covering repertoire 

Did you know . . .  

HSO features in a new book by Malcolm 

Neesham: a comprehensive piece of research 

into the musical life of Harrogate. Initially it 

was going to be a history of the Harrogate 

International Festival’s development, from its 

inception in 1966. (to which all the proceeds of the book are being donated) Malcolm 

soon realised that the Festival’s  success did not suddenly spring into being in 1966 but 

was part of longer historical process and so the book should inevitably cover all aspects 

of music-making in the town. The book acknowledges . . .” Bryan Western, Conductor of 

the Harrogate Symphony Orchestra, for his detailed and frank account of his work with 

the Orchestra, and for elaborating his belief in the importance of involving youthful players 

in the town’s musical life”.  Say no more!  

Paul Dyson, one of our pianists has also been illustrious.: another book on cricket. This 

time it is in hard back: Who's Whos of The Yorkshire County Cricket Club!  
'Please, Sir, can you tell me what the score is in the Test match?' Thus queried a Y7 pupil on his 

first day at Easingwold School in 2003, when England were playing against South Africa at The 

Oval, having espied me innocently waiting in the dinner queue. By now I was well into my 28th 

year as Director of Music there, had held posts with the ISM, ABCD and AQA, taken the Senior 

Choir to California and Latvia and various places between so why did he not ask about having 

trumpet lessons, for instance? 

 

http://www.harrogateorchestra.org.uk/
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Being brought up without television gave me the opportunity to listen to Test Match Special for 

five solid days at a time in the school holidays and I learnt a tremendous amount about the game 

through this valuable medium. When it came to actually playing the game, however, my lack of 

athletic prowess held me back somewhat and very brief experiences with Clayton in the 

Doncaster League and Pannal Ash in the Nidderdale League were somewhat unsuccessful.  

BUT my knowledge of the game meant that I could coach and in my first job, teaching (music) at 

St Aidan's, I ran the School's first-ever cricket team in my first summer there in 1971 – just 

three years after the school had opened. There was no league structure or cup competition so my 

U16 team (the school was a secondary modern at the time so there was no sixth-form) had to 

content itself with matches against other local schools. In addition, the school did not have its 

own square so I had to negotiate with Wheatlands School next door to be able to play on theirs. 

(Another sec mod, which occupied some of what is now St Aidan's Sixth Form area.) 

My move to Easingwold in 1976 saw an entirely different set-up for the game. The Head of Boys' 

PE was a cricket specialist and there were teams for each year-group as well as a first eleven 

which hosted a 'cricket week' when teams from such distinguished scholastic institutions as 

Ampleforth and Pocklington would visit. In 1978 my U-14 team tasted success by winning the 

Hambleton and Richmondshire Area Cup. Ian Dews, the captain, now works at Headingley as 

Cricket Development Officer for Yorkshire CCC; the vice-captain, Kevin Hollinrake, is MP for 

Thirsk and Malton; the wicket-keeper, Bobby Mimms played in goal for Everton and Tottenham 

Hotspur; another team-member, Paul Bolland, was in the Great Britain hockey squad which won 

the gold medal at the Seoul Olympic Games in 1988. 

My coaching career climaxed in 1995 when another U-14 team won the Yorkshire Region of the 

Lord's Taverners' Trophy. A total of 44 teams had entered but we defeated Ashville College as 

early as in the scond round and beat QEGS, Wakefield in the final. This entitled the team to 

enter the national competition in the following year and a couple of wins took us into the last 32 

before bowing out to Durham School. (Our son was at Easingwold School by this time; the results 

of his teams' records against private schools were won three, lost three and tied one.) Latterly, 

as the exam season infiltrated more and more into the summer term, I found myself unable to run 

cricket teams but the 25 years, or so, in which I managed to indulge in my hobby in a practical 

way gave me amongst the most fulfilling experiences I had in my 44 years spent in schools. And, 

of course, it certainly helped in my relationship with boys, especially, in trying to teach what is 

still one of the three most unpopular subjects on the curriculum (especially with Michael Gove)..  

Back to boyhood. At Wath Grammar School it was possible to take some O Levels in Y10 and I 

passed Music (of course) and Maths. I found that my skills in this latter subject enabled me to 

work out players' batting and bowling averages and other similarly useful (?) statistics. This 

interest continued until the early 1980s when I discovered the Association of Cricket 

Statisticians and Historians (yes, really). Naturally enough I joined and started writing for their 

journal. I then started to offer articles for national cricket magazines, with mixed results, as 

well as writing for Yorkshire CCC's own glossy journal. 

In due course I decided to put together a booklet – self-published in 1989 - and wrote my first 

book for the ACSH shortly after that. Around this time I met Mick Pope. We found we shared 

similar interests, were at similar stages in our cricket-writing careers and took the opportunity to 

write together 100 Greats of Yorkshire CCC and this was published by Tempus. Although also 

putting together Yorkshire's 50 Classic Matches with the same publisher (now taken over by the 

History Press) there were some books which we wrote alone. I produced A Century of Headingley 

Tests and Yorkshire's 30 Championships and Mick produced biographies of some Yorkshire players 

whose distinguished careers had not yet been appropriately marked in print. 
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A few years back Mick suggested that the 1992 edition of A Who's Who of Yorkshire CCC was 

long overdue an update. We agreed to write it together and I approached Great Northern Books 

in 2015. A meeting with the MD was very positive but Mick had to drop out of the project 

although promised to assist with providing photos from his extensive collection. To meet the 

projected target publication date of spring 2018 I worked out that I would have to write eight 

profiles a week for 18 months. I signed a contract and got on with it. I used five main sources 

ranging from the first such who's who dating from 1939 right up to current websites. 

Frustratingly, about 80 of the main 675 players had conflicting dates or places of birth or death. 

Most of these were from the 19th century but some, believe it or not, were in the 21st century! 

Searches through parish registers, death notices, etc, even a conversation with Richard Milner 

(first violins) solved a lot of the problems but we were defeated by 27 and had to go through the 

expense of purchasing duplicate certificates. This took away all of my advance! 

Once all of the profiles were written I then spent two months gathering together about 250 

photos. Most of these came from Mick but others helped out also. The final month was spent 

bringing up to date the profiles and records of Yorkshire's current 23 players and the book was 

completed on October 11th 2017 – 20 days ahead of schedule. I sent it off on two data disks – 

one with just over 80,000 words on it (my contract stipulated a minimum of 60,000) and the 

other with the photos on it. Far from it going quiet and trying to catch up on my weekly columns 

for Yorkshire CCC's website I was kept in touch with progress, the dustjacket was checked, I 

had to specify which players could have full-page photos, etc and the proof-reading which I 

thought I had done twice was (luckily!) done again.  

I had always hoped that it would be launched at Yorkshire CCC's AGM and this was agreed. The 

books arrived at GNB's warehouse with four days to go so there was just time for the necessary 

distribution and to make a start on those 371 Club members who had ordered copies in advance. 

Phew! 

Who's Whos of The Yorkshire County Cricket Club is available from all good bookshops as well as 

from the website of Great Northern Books. 

Paul Dyson 
 

Other bits . . .  

 

 
       Christmas Concert 2017.  

       A pretty impressive sight, with over 330 

       children, 80 HCS and 90 HSO plus 

       the largest audience we have ever had. 
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Friends of the HSO.  
Many thanks to all those who have encouraged people to come to the next concert. 

Before bookings open, the ‘Friends’ and their guests often number almost 150.  An 

amazing number.  A logistical nightmare for Kathy but wonderful news for us. 

Just think what could happen if we all sold just 2 tickets each in addition to these . . . 

guaranteed audiences: no worries about empty spaces! 

 

. . . and finally: 
➢ You are aware of the old saying ‘any publicity is good publicity’ so please 

forward this newsletter to all your friends and relations, especially now, to 

promote our November concert. 

➢ Should anyone know of any individuals or firms that you think might be 

prepared to support us with the June 2020, event would you please point 

them in our direction. Sponsorship could be crucial in securing a substantial 

fee for the hospital trust. 
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Donation to K.I.S.S. for 2017 from the 

proceeds from the raffles.  

Notice a certain flautist in amongst! 

 Website 

The all new singing and dancing HSO website is almost ready to fly. There are going to 

be lots of new aspects to it (including the ability to listen to all the recordings of the 

concerts for orchestra members *) and we are going to continue to add to it as time 

moves on.  The committee is now looking at it and you will be able to log on using the 

same web address within the next few days.  

Many thanks to trombone Richard for all his efforts and expertise. 

* Friends and general public will be able to hear snippets of the recordings to whet 

their appetites and to encourage them to come to future concerts. 

March 2018 saw an influx of HSO players to 

the morning session of the Harrogate Music 

Centre . . . and what a morning it was. There 

was a very relaxed, friendly atmosphere and 

wasn’t it great to see young and not so young 

working together. Other sessions are 

scheduled for mid November and March 2019. 
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